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(Three Times Amended) An image retrieval information 



storing apparatus, comprising: 

a frame feature value generating unit f oj>g^erating a 
frame feature value which is numerical inf gjpm^tion representing 
quantity of a feature contained in a-^Hfl^ame of image data, 

wherein said frame ^-e^ure value is calculated by image 
data including associatp-dr^ata for transporting, storing or 
coding the image, 5«ta is not a component of said image data; and 

a fjs>dTne feature value storing unit for storing said 
frame fe^^re value with corresponding information of said frame 
value to a frame of said image data, the frame feature 
storing unit being connected to said frame feature value 
generating unit. 



15. (Three Times Amended) An image retrieving apparatus. 



comprising : 

an index information generating unit for recei^wrffg a 
frame feature value which is numerical information 5:er^esenting 
quantity of a feature contained in a frame of^^^irfnage data, for 
determining a featured frame among said im^^e data based on said 
frame feature value in accordance wit>^ request for extracting a 
featured frame, and for gener^^ferfng index information which is 
positional information of s^^d featured frame, 

wherein said^rrame feature value is calculated by image 
data including a^^ciated data for transporting, storing or 
coding the ixs^o^e., and is not a component of said image data; and 

a image retrieval executing unit connected to said 
inde>&^inf ormation generating unit, for transmitting said request 
extracting said featured frame to said index information 
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generating unit, for receiving said index information froiji-'ig^d 
index information generating unit, for receivijjg--s'3id image data 
from an external source, and for outp:iitirif^ a frame specified 
based on said index inf orm^rfedr^n, 

where in^arta index information is adaptively changed by 
changing a.^-^etting of a threshold value during the process of 
retr<r^al . . 



17. (Amended) The image retrieving apparatus according to 
claim 16, wherein 

said index information generating unit includes^^ 
a frame determining unit receiving said fjp^e feature 
value and said request for extracting a featured f^me, comparing 
said frame feature value and the threshold valup^n accordance with 
said request for extracting a featured fram^ and determining said 
featured frame, and 

an index generating unit^ connected to said frame 
determining unit and generating^ index information which is 
positional information of said/xeatured frame. 

18. (Amended) The/^mage retrieving apparatus according to 
claim 15, wherein sa^iu index information generating unit includes 

a f rame/^ determining unit receiving said frame feature 
value and said/request for extracting a featured frame, comparing 
said frame feature value and the threshold value in accordance with 
said request for extracting a featured frame, and determining said 
featur^ frame, and 

/ an index generating unit connected to said frame 
determining unit and generating index information which is 
positional information of said featured frame. 
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image retrieval information storing 

.ng motion 



29, (Amended) An 
apparatus , comprising : 

a coding information reading unit for re^ 
vector information from coded image data; 

a frame feature value genera^i^i^^nit , connected to said 
coding information reading uni^ferT^or calculating statistics of 
motion vectors of said co^^etl image data based on said motion vector 
information, and f or>^nerating a motion vector frame feature value 
which is numerije^ information representing quantity of a feature 
contained >li a frame of said coded image data and which is 
calcul^^d by said statistics of motion vectors; and 

a frame feature value storing unit, connected to said 
^rame feature value generating unit, for storing said motion vector 
frame feature value with corresponding information of said frame 
feature value to a frame of said coded image data. 



5rediction 



31. (Amended) An image retrieval information storing apparatus 
comprising : 

a coding information reading unit for 
mode information from coded image data; 

a frame feature value generatj-^i^^nit , connected to said 
coding information reading unit^..-<for counting a number of blocks 
coded in accordance with re^fJective prediction methods for a frame, 
and for outputting a prediction mode frame feature value which is 
numerical information representing quantity of a feature contained 
in a frame of ^id coded image data and which is calculated by said 
number of Jzrfocks coded in accordance with respective prediction 
methods^ and 

a frame feature value storing unit, connected to said 
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^ frame feature value generating unit,_for: 
Vl^ mode frame feature va, 



dbng said prediction 
corresponding information of said 
frame f eatjo^^e'^'value to a frame of said coded image data. 
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